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Overview of reports where an incorrect blood 
component was transfused in 2024 (n=359)
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Total IBCT errors in 2024 categorised by the 
step in the transfusion process where the 

primary error occurred (n=359)
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Clinical IBCT-WCT errors and transfusion step 
where the error occurred in 2024 (n=35)
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Clinical IBCT-SRNM errors and transfusion step 
where the error occurred in 2024 (n=103)
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Causal and contributory factors for IBCT 
clinical errors in 2024
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Laboratory IBCT-WCT errors by transfusion 
step in 2024 (n=61)
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Laboratory IBCT-WCT error by category in 2024 
(n=61)
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Laboratory IBCT-SRNM errors by transfusion 
step in 2024 (n=160)
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Causal and contributory factors to IBCT 
laboratory errors in 2024
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Overview of reports where an incorrect blood 
component was transfused in 2023 (n=356)
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Total IBCT errors categorised by the step in the 
transfusion process where the error occurred in 2023 

(n=356)
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Categorisation of clinical IBCT-WCT errors by 
step where the primary error occurred in 2023 

(n=50)
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Clinical IBCT-SRNM errors and transfusion step 
where the error occurred in 2023 (n=79)
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Laboratory IBCT-WCT errors by transfusion 
step in 2023 (n=71)
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Laboratory IBCT-WCT error by category in 2023 
(n=71)
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Laboratory IBCT-SRNM errors by transfusion 
step in 2023 (n=156)
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Contributory factors for IBCT errors in 2023
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Overview of reports where an incorrect blood 
component was transfused in 2022 (n=296)
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Total IBCT errors categorised by the step where 
the error occurred in 2022 (n=296)
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ABO-incompatible cases reported in 2022 (n=6)
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ABO-incompatible (ABOi) transfusions and 
events that had the potential to lead to ABOi in 

2022
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Categorisation of clinical IBCT-WCT errors by 
transfusion step where the primary error occurred in 

2022 (n=44)
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Clinical IBCT-SRNM errors and transfusion step where 
the primary error occurred in 2022 (n=100)
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Laboratory IBCT-WCT errors by transfusion step in 
2022 (n=43)
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Laboratory IBCT-WCT error by category in 2022 (n=43)
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Laboratory IBCT-SRNM errors by transfusion step in 
2022 (n=109)
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Laboratory IBCT-SRNM component selection errors in 
2022 (n=41)
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Near miss IBCT-WCT reported to SHOT in 2022 (n=115)
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Near miss IBCT-SRNM reported to SHOT in 2022 (n=52)
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Pause and check pre-administration
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Overview of reports where an incorrect blood 
component was transfused in 2021 n=266
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Total IBCT errors categorised by the step where 
the error occurred n=266
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Categorisation of clinical IBCT-WCT errors by 
transfusion step where the primary error occurred 

(n=40)
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Clinical IBCT-SRNM errors and transfusion step 
where the primary error occurred (n=79)



Copyright SHOT 2019Copyright SHOT 2025

Laboratory WCT errors by transfusion step (n=53)
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Laboratory WCT errors by category (n=53)
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Laboratory errors resulting in SRNM (n=94)
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Overview of reports where an incorrect 
blood component was transfused in 2020 

n=323
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Overview of reports where an incorrect 
blood component was transfused in 2019 

n=329
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Total incorrect blood component transfused errors 
categorised by the step where the error occurred in 2020 

n=323
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Clinical ABO-incompatible red cell cases in 2020 n=7



Copyright SHOT 2019Copyright SHOT 2025

Laboratory ABO-incompatible cases in 2020 n=2
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Categorisation of clinical WCT errors by 
transfusion step where the primary error 

occurred in 2020 n=43
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Categorisation of clinical WCT errors by sub-
category in 2020 n=43
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Clinical errors resulting in IBCT-SRNM categorised by 
patient impact and stage the error occurred in 2020 

n=106
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Laboratory WCT errors by transfusion step where the 
primary error occurred in 2020 n=44
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Laboratory WCT errors by category in 2020 n=44
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Laboratory errors resulting in IBCT-SRNM in 2020 
n=130
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Laboratory near miss IBCT-WCT events categorised 
by error and step in the transfusion process in 2020 

n=23



Copyright SHOT 2019Copyright SHOT 2025

Number of ABO-incompatible red cell 
transfusions 1996-2019
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Total incorrect blood component transfused errors 
categorised by the step where the error occurred in 2019 

n=329
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WCT errors categorised by urgency of request in 2019 
n=70
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ABO-incompatible red cell transfusions from 2010-2019
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Clinical errors resulting in IBCT-WCT categorised by 
stage the error occurred and patient impact 2019 n=29
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Clinical errors resulting in IBCT-SRNM categorised by 
patient impact and stage the error occurred in 2019 

n=102
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Laboratory errors resulting in WCT in 2019 n=41
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Laboratory errors resulting in SRNM in 2019 
n=157



Copyright SHOT 2019Copyright SHOT 2025

Overview of reports where an incorrect blood 
component was transfused in 2018 n=272
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Clinical ABO-incompatible red cell transfusions in 2018  
n=3
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Laboratory ABO-incompatible transfusions in 2018 n=4
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Overview of reports of near miss IBCT in 2018 n=257
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Points in the transfusion process where the first mistake occurred 
(clinical and laboratory) leading to near miss wrong component 

(WCT) or specific requirements not being met (SRNM) in 2018 
n=257
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Transfusion process (nine steps)
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Points in the transfusion process where the first mistake occurred 
(clinical and laboratory) leading to wrong component transfused 

(WCT) or specific requirements not met (SRNM) in 2018 n=272
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Clinical errors resulting in wrong component 
transfused in 2018 n=32
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Clinical errors resulting in specific requirements 
not being met in 2018 n=80
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Laboratory errors resulting in wrong component 
transfused in 2018 n=46
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Laboratory errors resulting in specific 
requirements not being met in 2018 n=114
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Reduction in the number of SRNM primary request 
errors
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Summary of sampling cases 2018
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Sample receipt and registration errors with 
outcome in 2018 n=79
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Testing errors with outcome in 2018 n=97
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Summary of wrong component type cases in 2018
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Three cases demonstrating transfusion to the wrong 
patient in 2018
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Overview of reports where an incorrect blood 
component was transfused in 2017 n=307
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Reduction in the number of ABO-incompatible 
red cell transfusions 2013-2017
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ABO-incompatible red cell transfusion in 2017
n=1 (clinical error)
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Unintentional ABO-incompatible platelet transfusions
in 2017 n=2 (1 clinical, 1 laboratory error)
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ABO-incompatible FFP transfusions in 2017 
n=4 (laboratory errors)
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Points in the process where the first mistake occurred 
(clinical and laboratory) leading to wrong component 
transfusion or specific requirements not being met in 

2017 n=307



Copyright SHOT 2019Copyright SHOT 2025

Clinical errors resulting in wrong component 
transfused in 2017 n=35
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Clinical errors leading to specific requirements not 
being met in 2017 n=114



Copyright SHOT 2019Copyright SHOT 2025

Laboratory errors resulting in wrong component 
transfused in 2017 n=47
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Laboratory errors leading to specific requirements 
not being met in 2017 n=111
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Example of blood 
group 

compatibility 
chart for use at 

the bedside, 
Guys and St 

Thomas’ hospital 
NHS Foundation 

Trust
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Most near miss IBCT were WBIT in 2017
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Cumulative comparison of near miss WBIT 
and those leading to IBCT
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Point in the process where a wrong blood in tube 
(WBIT) incident was detected 2017
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Near misses that could have led to 
IBCT-SRNM in 2017 n=121
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Overview of reports where an incorrect blood 
component was transfused in 2016
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Incorrect blood component transfused 2012 to 2016
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Combination of errors resulting in D-incompatible 
exchange transfusion
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ABO-incompatible red cell transfusions in 2016
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Incompatible FFP transfusions n=2 (O to A) 
and mismatched n=1 in 2016
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Most near misses were WBIT in 2016
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Point in the process where a wrong blood in tube 
incident was detected* in 2016
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Near misses that could have led to IBCT-SRNM 
n=121 in 2016
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Errors where the wrong component was transfused or 
specific requirements were not met in the transfusion 

process n=331 in 2016
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Clinical errors resulting in wrong component 
transfused n=33 in 2016
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Clinical errors leading to specific requirements not 
being met n=128 in 2016
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Laboratory errors resulting in wrong component 
transfused n=45 in 2016
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Laboratory errors resulting in specific requirements 
not being met n=125 in 2016
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Indications for specific Requirements included on an aide 
memoire card, the Therapeutic Apheresis Service, NHS Blood 

and Transplant
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Indications for 
specific 

requirements 
provided on the 

reverse of the 
transfusion 

prescription chart, 
The Christie, 
Manchester
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